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Dear Parents,

This Autumn Term in Year 5...
Welcome to Year 5. Please have a look at the exciting topics we will be learning about this term! Below is a summary of this term's curriculum, forthcoming activities and homework timetable.
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English
This term, we will be reading books by and learning about significant authors including our class namesakes Phillip Pullman and Phillip Ridley. We will also be looking at a variety of texts including ‘Folk Tales from other Cultures’, ‘Persuasive Writing’, ‘Poetry’ and ‘Recounts’. We will be focusing on improving the quality and structure of their writing: grammar, punctuation, spelling and reading comprehension skills will therefore be taught alongside these texts.

We are now following the ‘No Nonsense’ Spelling scheme. The children will be taught strategies and spelling rules on a whole class basis. Children will learn spellings linked to these taught rules as well as words from the Statutory Word List, which is broken down into Year 3/4 ability and Year 5/6 ability. In order to ensure success and enable deeper learning, the whole school emphasis is on integrating and taking ownership of spellings by using them effectively throughout the curriculum. Alongside this, testing will still be on a weekly basis. 
Parents can continue to support their children through helping them with each weekly spelling list. In addition, some parents may feel their child could benefit from learning words from the High Frequency Word lists and the Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 Statutory Word lists, which will be sent out with the first homework.

 Maths
[image: ]In Maths, we will be developing our knowledge of ‘Number and Place Value’ and the ‘Written Calculation Methods’ for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  We will be developing our knowledge of fractions, decimals, measurement, statistics and geometry. There will be a focus mental recall skills and improving the speed and accuracy of times tables. 


[image: http://content.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/science/science-notebook.png] Science
In Science, we will be studying ‘Earth and Space’.  This unit covers the relationships between the Earth, Moon and Sun in our Solar System. We will explore their sizes, orbits, night and day and why we have seasons. After half term we move onto ‘Forces in Action ’. Children will develop their understanding of different forces and the impact that they have on the world around them. 
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In Computing, we will be learning about ‘E-Safety’. In the second half of the term, we will be using ‘Scratch’ to understand computer-programming concepts using sequencing, selections and repetition. 

[image: ]History
We will be studying ‘Prehistoric Britain’, exploring the Stone Age through to the Iron Age. We will be finding out about people in this period and how they lived. We will also be developing our research skills to learn about the Anglo Saxons. This will include themes around invasion and settlement. 

D & T and Art
In Art, the children will be exploring the work of Picasso focusing on portraits. They will be creating their own abstract collages. In D&T they will be learning about ‘Joining Techniques’, designing and making their own keyrings. 
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Music
In Music, we will be learning about ‘Musical Performance and Listening. We will be practising how to perform together in a group and for an audience. 

 
[image: ]PE and Games
The children in both classes will need their kit on Monday and Wednesdays this year.  Both classes will be having swimming lessons as part of the curriculum for PE this term. Please see the separate letter regarding the details of these lessons. 
In Games, we will be learning ‘Football’ and ‘Tag Rugby’ skills. 
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RE and PSHE
We will be studying ‘Rules for Living’ and Judaism. The children will also be learning about ‘Light as a Symbol’ in different religions and celebrations around the world. In PSHE, we will explore ‘New Beginnings’, ‘Getting On and Falling Out’ and ‘Bullying’. 

Homework
Homework is set each half term. Children are expected to spend 20 minutes on their homework every day. They should complete as much as they can in this time, if they do not complete the whole task it can be signed off by an adult.  

Please see the separate homework sheet for details about what homework has been set. The structure of the homework has been set as follows: 

Day of Week	   Subject	 	Due in 
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Monday	   Spelling 	 	The following Monday
Tuesday	   Topic	 	Thursday
Wednesday	   Reading  	           Monday
Thursday	   MyMaths	 	The following Wednesday
Friday	             Reading   	           Monday

If you have any questions, please feel free to discuss them with us.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Abrahams and Ms Gray	
Year 5 Teachers
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