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Dear Parents,

This Summer Term in Year 5...
Welcome back to the Summer Term! Please have a look at the exciting topics we will be learning about this term. Below is a summary of this term's curriculum, forthcoming activities and homework timetable.

[image: ]English
Each term, our learning in English is centred around texts that cover a variety of genres and purposes, linking to some of our curriculum topics to enhance and enrich the children's learning experience. In the first half term, the children will have their first experience of Shakespeare through Romeo and Juliet. They will immerse themselves in the text through a range of activities and writing outcomes, exploring themes, characters, and key scenes. In the second half of the term, the children will use the animated short film Road's End as a stimulus for creative writing. Throughout both units, there will be a strong focus on spelling, grammar, and punctuation to support the children’s writing development.

Spelling
We will continue to set spellings each week. The lists will be handed out on Monday. Each day, the children will focus on various activities and will be tested on the Friday. Throughout the week, children are encouraged to find words at school and home that fit this rule and to use them in their writing. 
                   Maths 
[image: ]In Maths, we will continue developing our knowledge of: percentages, formal methods for division and multiplication, solving problems, statistics and geometry as well as reading timetables and calculating with time. There will be a focus using our reasoning skills to solve mathematical problems with the children using and applying the concept of APE: answer it, prove it and explain it.


Science
In Science this half term, Year 5 will be taking part in a variety of exciting activities throughout Science Week. After half term, our topic will be Animals, including Humans (Reproduction and Puberty). This unit will explore the changes humans go through as they develop from childhood to old age, with a particular focus on puberty. Children will learn about the physical and emotional changes that occur during this time and develop a deeper understanding of human development.

Computing
[image: http://iconbug.com/data/d6/256/5dfb3c01a8f31c4f050ba6d7e5769abd.png]In Computing this term, children will look at how a flat-file database can be used to organise data in records. They will use tools within a database to order and answer questions about data. This will enable them to create graphs and charts to help solve problems. They will also use a real-life database to answer a question and present their work to others.

In Summer 2, children will develop their knowledge of ‘selection’ by revisiting how ‘conditions’ can be used in programming and then learning how the ‘if… then… else...’ structure can be used to select different outcomes depending on whether a condition is ‘true’ or ‘false’. They represent this understanding in algorithms, and then by constructing programs in the Scratch programming environment.
[image: ]History
In History this term, children will be learning about Black and British as part of the Key Stage History scheme of work. They will explore the lives, stories, and contributions of Black people in Britain from Roman times to the present day. Using a range of historical sources, they’ll discover how Black history is an important and often overlooked part of British history. 

Geography
In Geography this term, children will explore the question Would You Like to Live in a Desert? as part of their learning. They will investigate what makes a place a desert, looking at both hot and cold deserts around the world. Through maps, images, and case studies, children will learn about the climate, landscape, animals, and ways people adapt to living in these extreme environments. 

Spanish
In Spanish this term, Year 5 will develop their language skills by focusing on vocabulary and phrases related to everyday classroom objects. Children will build confidence in speaking, listening, and understanding basic Spanish. Through interactive activities, songs, and games, they will practice pronunciation and simple conversation.

Art and D & T
In Art this term, children will be exploring the work of Claude Monet and the Impressionist movement. They will learn how artists like Monet used colour, light, and expressive brushstrokes to capture moments in time and scenes from everyday life.

This term in DT, children will be learning about monitoring devices as part of the Digital World unit. They will explore how digital technology can be used to monitor animals, particularly focusing on how data can be collected to track temperature or movement. Using tools like Micro:bits and 3D design software, children will design and create their own monitoring devices

[image: ]PE and Games
Every Tuesday, Year 5 will have PE with ELMS. The first half of the session will focus on developing tennis skills, including serving, rallying, and footwork, while the second half will be dedicated to athletics, where children will practice running, jumping, and throwing events. 

On Fridays, Year 5 will take part in dance sessions, focusing on movements that represent the four classical elements—earth, wind, fire, and water. Through these activities, children will enhance their physical coordination, teamwork, and creativity, while building confidence in a variety of sports and artistic expression.

RE and PSHE
In RE this term, Year 5 will focus on two key questions. In the first half term, the children will explore 'Who should be in charge?' They will investigate the roles of religious leaders and authorities within different belief systems, considering the significance of leadership in religious communities. In the second half term, the focus will shift to 'Why are some places in the world significant to believers?' Children will learn about sacred places in various religions and explore why these locations hold special meaning for followers.. In PSHE this term, Year 5 will explore two important topics: 'Relationships' and 'Changing Me.' In the first topic, children will learn about the nature of healthy relationships, including friendship, family, and teamwork. In the second topic, children will explore changes during puberty, how their bodies are developing, and the emotional aspects of growing up.
Music
In Music this term, all Year 5 children will recommence learning to play the cornet with Matthew Kenny from Hertfordshire Music Service. Each child has their own cornet, which can go home each week for practice, but it will be needed in school every Thursday afternoon for lessons. This exciting opportunity allows children to develop their musical skills, learn about rhythm and melody, and enjoy playing in a group setting.

Homework
Homework will be sent home each week to be completed in your homework book. Homework will be set on Thursdays and will be due in the following Tuesday. Spelling words will be shared every Monday and children will be tested on these words the following Friday.   Children also have a Times Table Rockstars account and are encouraged to spend at least 10 minutes a day on Times Table Rockstars in order to practise their timetables.  

Homework will be sent home on a Thursday as follows:

	Date set - Thursdays 
	Topic 
	Date Due in - Tuesdays 

	24th April 
	Maths 
	29th April

	1st May
	Grammar 
	6th May

	8th May
	Comprehension 
	13th May

	15th May
	Maths 
	20th May

	5th June
	Grammar
	10th June

	12th June
	Comprehension
	17th June

	19th June
	Maths
	24th June

	26th June
	Grammar
	1st July

	3rd July
	Comprehension
	8th July

	10th July
	Maths 
	15th July

	17th July
	Grammar
	22nd July



Reading
We ask that children to read for 10 minutes every day either independently or with an adult, including talking about the book that they have read. In Year 5, children are asked to record what they have read and when. We ask that you sign your child’s reading record once a week to encourage your child to read and for us to acknowledge the work being put in at home. On Mondays, the children's reading records will be checked in school to ensure they are reading regularly. We encourage your child to communicate openly with us regarding their reading and to change their books independently.

Year 5, will attend the library every Thursday where they will be able to bring home up to two books, one for pleasure and one for their reading level.   
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If you have any questions, please contact us via the school office.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Devlia, Mrs Lynch &  Mrs O’Sullivan

Year 5 Teachers
Fair Field Junior School is operated by the Fair Field Junior School trust which is a charitable company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with company number 9434766. The Registered Office is Fair Field Junior School, Watford Road, Radlett, Hertfordshire. WD78LU
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